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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

    Rainy day people, fans of Great Lakes lore and hearts who have lost a love are invited to gather for an evening of “up north” folk music when (host) presents  “The Gordon Lightfoot Tribute” at (time, day, date) at (venue).
    In 2007 Mackinaw City guitarist Mike Fornes assembled a band of four backing musicians for a salute to Canadian balladeer Gordon Lightfoot. The group’s work has developed into a stunning theatre show that replicates the Lightfoot concert experience. The (host) show will be among a series of solo appearances this year by Fornes in the role of Lightfoot.

     “It’s been a lot of fun,” Fornes said of events since the act’s debut in Cheboygan in 2007. “This is music from our culture, our way of life. Obviously there are lots of romantic ballads and fun songs too among Lightfoot’s list of hits, but his music carries a common appreciation among people that I think concert-goers truly enjoy.”

     Better known for his work in sportscasting, journalism and the books he has written about Michigan icons including the Mackinac Bridge and the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Mackinaw, Fornes’ musical side takes center stage for the Lightfoot tribute.     

     Fornes promises that his audience will hear the best known tunes from Lightfoot’s catalogue, and other songs typical of a Lightfoot concert. The play-list includes such standards as “If You Could Read My Mind,” “Canadian Railroad Trilogy,” “Sundown,” “Carefree Highway” and “Rainy Day People.” Plus, of course, “The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald.”

     “I think audiences really connect with Lightfoot’s music,” he noted, “especially the shipwreck song. It happened less than 100 miles from where we’re from and anybody who has ever heard that song identifies it with storms they have seen on the lakes and what happened to those sailors that horrible night. Yes, we’ll certainly play it, and there will be some surprises too – some great music Gord wrote that I think people will really enjoy.”

     Storytelling of the events that led to the writing of the songs are as much a part of the show as the songs themselves in Fornes’ portrayal of Lightfoot. 

     Fornes will accompany himself on rhythm six-string and 12-string guitars, authentic to the models used by Lightfoot on stage.   

     The show is being presented as part of the (host concert series).
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